MARCH – JUNE 2010 FULL LISTINGS

The Stables, Stockwell Lane, Wavendon, Milton Keynes MK17 8LU
Box office: 01908 280800

Book online: www.stables.org
PLEASE NOTE THAT PUBLIC BOOKING FOR SHOWS NOT ALREADY ON SALE OPENS ON 2 MARCH – CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

MARCH

Coco Montoya 

Tuesday 2 March 8pm

Tickets £16.50
Guitarist and vocalist Coco Montoya’s explosive guitar playing, soul-driven voice, hard work and constant touring have propelled him to the outer reaches of the blues-rock stratosphere. Legendary bluesman Albert Collins taught him the secrets of his own “icy hot” style of blues guitar and later John Mayall was blown away by Montoya’s playing, resulting in ten years on the road with the Bluesbreakers. 
“Coco Montoya is the real McCoy. Prepare to get scorched.” Billboard
Andrew McCormack/Jason Yarde Duo 

Tuesday 2 March 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Pioneering jazz performers Andrew McCormack (piano) and Jason Yarde (saxes) bring their innovative new sound to The Stables. It’s a perfect synthesis of Yarde and McCormack’s diverse musical backgrounds, creating an exciting and unique musical style. At times lyrical with controlled poise, the pace can snap to white hot, ablaze with raw energy and spontaneity. The musicians have a long association of working together and are forging their way as successful individual composers.

Spiers & Boden

Wednesday 3 March 8pm 

Tickets £14
Twice winners of the BBC Radio 2 folk award for Best Duo, Spiers and Boden have made the genre of spontaneous, punky English folk very much their own stomping ground.  Loud and proud, they create a multitude of musical textures on a handful of acoustic instruments, spinning traditional stories and dance tunes that are as much at home on the main stage of Cambridge Folk Festival as they are in a lock-in at the local pub.
“Halfway to reinventing the style without even realising it." fRoots Magazine
Alex Horne: Wordwatching

Wednesday 3 March 8.45pm 

Tickets £12

Chortle Award Winner and Perrier Award nominee Alex Horne tours his hugely successful comedy show, Wordwatching. The show charts Alex’s hilarious quest to get an invented word into the dictionary. After making considerable progress, his verbal inventions have appeared on several grown up TV shows, in almost all of the national newspapers and on page 2 of Eurofruit, the leading trade magazine for fresh produce buyers in Europe.  
Kate Walsh

Thursday 4 March 8pm 

Tickets £15
Kate Walsh has been likened to Joni Mitchell, Kate Bush and Jane Austen, and when she sits down to write a song she bares her soul with shocking candour. Her songs are about relationships, and listening to their pain and fragility you’d imagine she must be permanently teetering on the edge of a nervous breakdown, but far from it. Kate is warm, funny and self-deprecating, recognising the self-indulgent nature of the songwriter’s art. She joins us with with songs from her latest album Light and Dark.

Classic Clapton

25th Anniversary Tour

Friday 5 March 8pm 

Tickets £16
Featuring front-man Mike Hall (who not only looks like Eric, he sings and plays guitar like him too!) Classic Clapton comprises 4 excellent musicians who stunningly recreate Slowhand's electrifying stage performances from Cream and The Bluesbreakers to The Yardbirds, Derek & The Dominos and the solo years. This musical journey includes all the hits - Wonderful Tonight, I Shot The Sheriff, Crossroads, Layla and even an Unplugged segment.

Judith Owen

Friday 5 March 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Singer-songwriter Judith Owen is best known to UK audiences as the exquisite voice of Richard Thompson’s 1000 Years of Popular Music, and most recently paired her emotionally insightful music with the true and poignantly funny story of comedienne Ruby Wax's path of addiction and recovery. Owen will draw from her rich back catalogue and from latest release The Beautiful Damage - Songbook Vol. 1. 

“Judith Owen has the kind of wailing folk-jazz voice that slices away surfaces to touch the vulnerable emotional nerve endings and leave you quivering.” New York Times
Charlie Landsborough 

Saturday 6 March 8pm

Tickets £28
The redoubtable Charlie Landsborough has never looked back since his meteoric rise to success with his first big hit, What Colour Is the Wind. Now he takes to the road touring latest album Nothing Lasts Forever. Charlie and his five-piece band keep concertgoers enthralled with telling lyrics and engaging anecdotes that captivate audiences wherever they perform. He is as entertaining as he is melodic and there’s always a good dose of humour thrown in. 
Jazz Matters

Sunday 7 March 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Mandolin Workshop with Simon Mayor

Adult/Age 15+ Workshop

Sunday 7 March 2pm-4pm

Course Fee £20
A rare opportunity to take part in a workshop by the country's leading exponent of the mandolin. Simon Mayor takes an in-depth look at all aspects of mandolin playing: right and left hand techniques, tremolo, use of chords, position shifting, closed position playing, decorative techniques and much more. You'll leave with a selection of tunes in music and tablature will have ample time for questions during and after the session.You can catch Simon and The Mandolinquents at The Stables on Friday 12th March.
Acker Bilk & His Paramount Jazz Band

Sunday 7 March 8pm 
Tickets £19.50
Acker recorded his well-loved clarinet classic Stranger On The Shore in 1961 and this became the first ever recording to be No. 1 simultaneously in the UK and USA and is now the 58th best-selling record since the charts began. He’s received many awards and gold and platinum records in a career spanning over 50 years. A sparkling evening of foot-tapping trad jazz from this great Stables favourite.

Peter Green & Friends

Tuesday 9 March 8pm

Tickets £25 
After several years out of the public eye, Peter Green is back with a new band, featuring rhythm guitarist Mike Dodd, keyboard ace Geraint Watkins, the cool stand-up bass of Matt Radford and the blues-driven grooves of drummer Andrew Flude. Peter’s guitar and voice is shining once again, but this is no Fleetwood Mac tribute band. Naturally no Peter Green appearance would be complete without a few of his classic compositions, but now the focus is on fresh renditions of Peter's personal blues, R&B and soul favourites - an exciting, unpredictable mix. 
Red Priest Schools Concert

Ages 7 to 14 / Key Stage 2 & 3

Wednesday 10 March 1pm   

Tickets £4 - free teacher’s ticket with every 10 seats booked

Putting the rock into Baroque! Explore the music, the style of playing and the instruments with the only early music group in the world to have been compared to the Rolling Stones! Hear bite-size pieces of the music of Bach, Vivaldi and more and hear the recorder played as you’ll have never heard it before. You’ll be asked to listen out for sounds and join in with sound effects. (Concert approx 50 minutes) Watch and hear them at: www.piersadams.com/RedPriest
Catch Red Priest’s public evening performance at 8pm.
In association with Music In The Round

Red Priest: The Bach Project
Wednesday 10 March 8pm

Tickets £12.50, £17.50, students £5, family of 4 £30, £40
This is Bach as you’ve never heard him before! Red Priest take a look at the greatest genius of the Baroque era, adding their legendary creativity, wit and virtuosity along the way. Hear some of the most sublime adagios ever composed, a mix of delights taken from his flute, oboe and violin sonatas, cello and keyboard suites and witness an epic performance of the great Tocatta and Fugue in D minor. 
Eliza Carthy Band
Thursday 11 March 8pm

Tickets £17.50
Eliza Carthy is winner of two Mercury Prize nominations and an unrivalled seven BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards.  She divides her time between touring and recording with her legendary parents Martin Carthy and Norma Waterson, and numerous pioneering solo and band projects. She joins us with her band, showcasing contemporary material from her latest album Dreams Of Breathing Underwater.
“Eliza Carthy is one of the figureheads of the English folk revival … compelling.”  Evening Standard.
Simon Mayor and The Mandolinquents

Friday 12 March 8pm

Tickets £15
We’ve had the ukulele revival, now here comes the mandolin revival! The Mandolinquents are Britain's first modern mandolin quartet and their infectious sense of fun influences everything they play, from lively reels and traditional airs to hot swing and ragtime. Today the mandolin is undergoing a huge revival in folk and indie bands as well as in classical circles, so come and join the fun! 
Kieran Goss

Friday 12 March 8.45pm 

Tickets £12

Kieran Goss has long been hailed as one of Ireland's leading performers and songwriters. Over the last 20 years, he has quietly and consistently delivered songs of rare quality and his wonderful, deceptively simple melodies have won him fans across the globe. But it's live in front of an audience where he really shines: those who have seem him in concert know that a Kieran Goss show is an evening of great songs, sung from the heart, all delivered with an easy grace and humour. 

"The sense of fun is tremendous, the playing first rate and the songs are sheer quality.” The Irish Times
Never The Bride 

Saturday 13 March 8pm

Tickets £15
Stripped back to its unplugged essentials to embrace the wonderful acoustics of Jim Marshall Auditorium, Never the Bride’s powerful sound remains undiminished, with devilish covers, graceful ballads and distinctive, stomping originals revealing both their mild and wild sides.
To their many loyal followers, Never The Bride are legends. They’ve graced stages with the best, from Elton John to Robert Plant, from The Who at Wembley Arena to Dame Shirley Bassey at Glastonbury Festival.
“Nikki Lamborn has the best female rock voice since Janis Joplin” Roger Daltry
Jazz Matters

Sunday 14 March 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Jill Sobule
Supported by Erinn Williams
Sunday 14 March 8pm 
Tickets £15

After many ups and downs with major record labels Jill Sobule took the unique step to fund her new album California Years Vol 1 by asking her fans for donations. Within 3 months she had raised the money and now she brings her new album to the UK. Jill is truly one of the great singer-songwriters of our time; there are few who possess the same sense of melody and virtually none who can write lyrics the way that she can. 

Promoted by MK School Sports Partnership

MK School Sports Partnership Dance-Off

Tuesday 16 March 7pm

Tickets £5

Milton Keynes School Sport Partnership proudly presents this year’s Secondary School Dance-Off following the huge success of last year’s event. Troupes of dancers from secondary schools across MK will present their work, alongside a performance from a professional troupe who’ll be showing us what we can achieve with practice! An awards ceremony will take place at the end of the evening, and the winning troupe will be invited to perform at the Partnership Awards evening in July. 
Lucy Wainwright Roche 

Tuesday 16 March 8.45pm

Lucy Wainwright Roche is the daughter of two performing musicians, Loudon Wainwright and Suzzy Roche (The Roches). After singing backup with her brother Rufus Wainwright, she decided to explore her life-long relationship to singing and song writing. Described by the New York Times as having the best qualities of both parents and a voice “clear as a bell”, Lucy is a young singer with a unique perspective, refreshing, straightforward and unadorned, last seen at The Stables supporting Eddi Reader.

Tickets £10

Steve Howe Trio

Wednesday 17 March 8pm 
The Steve Howe Trio create a friendly tension between Steve Howe compositions, Yes hits and the hard bop jazz of drummer Dylan Howe and Hammond organ maestro Ross Stanley.  They'll be playing music from Kenny Burrell, Jimmy Smith and Roland Kirk as well as new arrangements of Steve's original compositions and specially selected Yes classics. The Trio is in marked contrast to Steve’s previous work and a truly masterful combination.
Tickets £19.50
Screaming Blue Murder

Wednesday 17 March 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Presenting the comedy stars of tomorrow, today! Tonight compere Andrew Bird introduces rising star Michael Legge and headliner Jeff Innocent. Lineup may be subject to change. Suitable for those aged 16+. Café in2 is open until 8pm with any orders taken after 7.30pm being served in the foyer. After 8pm light snacks will be available from the bar.

In association with Roots Round About

Mamer

Thursday 18 March 8pm 
Tickets £12.50
Mamer is one of China’s most original young artists, creating lyrical troubadour folk with one foot in the past and the other in the future, infused with an alt.country sensibility and touched with the renegade spirit of everyone from Woody Guthrie to the Velvet Underground and Nick Cave. He grew up steeped in the strong musical tradition of Kazakh nomadic culture and his debut album Eagle features songs of the open grasslands, deeply rooted in traditional Kazakh folk song combined with Western folk and rock with virtuosic performances on guitar, dombra and other traditional instruments. Haunting, lyrical, ambient and subtle, Eagle breathes life into the ancient songs and instruments of this magical landscape. 
“Astounding eastern music. Never heard anything like it. Wonderful." Stephen Fry

For £24.50 per person you can sample a taste of Xinjiang – Mamer’s home region - (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Includes a ticket for the concert. Go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.

The Urban Folk Quartet

Friday 19 March 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

The Urban Folk Quartet has a truly unique sound, with each member bringing elements to the mix – Paloma’s Gallician roots, guitarist Frank’s obsession with the oud and Joe’s ear for a good rock groove, all underpinned by percussionist Tom’s cajón-based drum set-up. Virtuosic not just in feel and technical ability but also in musical concept, The Urban Folk Quartet is a coming-together of four of the most inspired artists working in world music today.

Ukulele Workshop – Beginners Part 2 

Adult/Age15+ Workshop

Saturday 20 March 10am - 3pm 

Course fee £26

The ukulele revival marches on! Steven Sproat returns with another workshop for aspiring ukulele players. Beginners Part 2 takes you further into the instrument, looking at strumming techniques,  fingerpicking and learning new songs. Steven is a performer, teacher and author of ukulele books for adults and children. Suitable for anyone who has already attended one of our beginners workshops or who has a little ukulele playing experience. 

Lucy Porter: Fool’s Gold
Saturday 20 March 8pm 

Tickets £14
Lucy Porter’s latest solo show is a witty romp through the history of gold. In these times of recession, gold is prized more highly than ever, as other forms of currency grow worthless. What’s so special about gold, and why is it that human beings have long been obsessed with the yellow, shiny stuff? The show will feature live alchemy, a tribute to Mr T and a very valuable, big gold thing with security guards and everything! 

"Hilarious Porter is definitely in credit after the crunch." Edinburgh Evening News
Live Jazz Matters

Sunday 21 March 11.30am – 1.45pm 

Tickets £8 in advance, £9.50 on the door

Sunday 21 March – Dave Green
Once a month Jazz Matters goes live in Stage 2 with music from invited artists, so come and enjoy some stunning live jazz on a Sunday morning.
Koshka

Sunday 21 March 8pm 

Tickets £13.50
Koshka return to The Stables after the enthusiastic response to their Russian Winter & Gypsy Fire tour in 2008. The trio are Russian violinists Oleg Ponomarev and Lev Atlas alongside Scottish guitarist Nigel Clark, playing vibrant, enthralling music, brimming with dazzling skill, wit and innovation. Most of the music is written by Oleg and clearly shows his gypsy heritage, but also includes elements reminiscent of hot-club, classical, jazz and Balkan music, as Koshka take gypsy music to increasingly dizzy heights of invention and creativity. Their combination of conservatoire rigour, wild gypsy flair, abundant technical ability and passionate performance creates breathtaking music. 
For £25.50 per person you can sample the cuisine of Russia (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Includes a ticket for the concert. Go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.

Andy McKee 

Tuesday 23 March 8pm 
Tickets £14
While there are countless amazing guitar players in the world, it is Andy McKee’s attention to song structure and melodic content that elevates him to another level. He likes to try different things with the guitar - altered tunings, partial capos, percussive hits and tapping. In Andy’s hands these are no mere tricks, but compositional tools used to create some very finely crafted music indeed.

Turin Brakes

Wednesday 24 March 8pm

Tickets £19.50
In 2001 Turin Brakes redefined the acoustic pop genre with their Mercury-shortlisted debut album The Optimist LP before going on to release a string of superlative collections which saw them gradually expand their original sound and vision. By the time of their last album, Dark On Fire, the acoustic troubadours had turned into a fully-fledged, plugged-in, soft-rock band.  New album Outbursts is a collection of songs that returns to the essence of Turin Brakes, echoing and even surpassing the quiet, edgy genius of their most celebrated work.

Music Mites 

Pre-school Music Workshop

Thursday 25 March 10am – 11am

Tickets £6

Fun music making sessions for children aged 2 - 5 and their carers. Lead by Cathy Kelly with guest musicians. Lots of music-based activities, songs and instruments - meet the musicians and learn more about the instruments they play. Why not pop in for a coffee before the session? Our coffee bar is open from 9.15am, with colouring and making activities in the foyer for the kids before the session starts.  

The Tiger Lillies: Shockheaded Peter and other Gory Verses
Thursday 25 March 8pm 
Tickets £15
The Tiger Lillies are the Godfathers of alternative cabaret, bringing their dark and deviant theatrics to The Stables with songs from the Olivier Award-winning smash Shockheaded Peter, their Grammy nominated album The Gorey End (featuring songs adapted from the stories of writer and illustrator Edward Gorey) and other deranged favourites. Shocking songs of naughty girls and boys and cautionary tales to chill the blood. Suitable for age 16+.
“Fleshily engorged with the pustule throb of the garishly gaudy and gloriously obscene.” Time Out

Clare Teal 

Friday 26 March 8pm

Tickets £22.50
Clare Teal returns with a brand new show, featuring newly recorded material plus selections from her impressive back catalogue - a glorious mix of standards, classics and originals. The multi-award winning singer-songwriter, Radio 2 presenter and columnist brings her unique blend of humour and great music to the stage backed by the finest jazz musicians. Led by dynamic young composer, conductor and pianist Grant Windsor, this show really swings – quite unmissable! 

“Wonderful. Worth raving about.” Sir Michael Parkinson
M1 Music Night: Navaro

Friday 26 March 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Local heroes Navaro are made up of three distinctive singer-songwriters and their band. They’ve worked together for two years now, producing an album (Under Diamond Skies) that is receiving generous praise from the acoustic roots press. 2009 has seen them open for Fairport Convention, Colin Blunstone, The Phil Beer Band and good friends Little Johnny England. They are currently recording a possible follow-up album and continue to perform in support of Under Diamond Skies.

Jimi Hendrix Tribute: Are You Experienced 

Saturday 27 March 8pm

Tickets £18.50
600,000 people went to the Isle of Wight in August 1970 to see Jimi Hendrix. How could anyone possibly measure up to him? Well, when you listen to Are You Experienced you very quickly realise that it can be done!  The guitar work is note perfect, and at the same time beautifully fluent.  The voice IS Hendrix, and the persona of the man himself is on the stage, personified by John Campbell, who bears a striking physical resemblance to Jimi.
“Unnerving accuracy – uncannily like the real thing.” Guitarist Magazine.  
Gitika’s Big Sing

Adult/15+ Workshop

Saturday 27 March 10am – 4pm

Course fee £26

We are delighted to welcome back vocal animateur Gitika Partington for our annual Big Sing event. This one-day workshop will include an exciting mix of a cappella arrangements in a variety of musical styles. Suitable for beginners, community choirs, and anyone interested in harmony singing. Gitika is a highly experienced workshop leader who has worked with all ages and abilities.

Jazz Matters

Sunday 28 March 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Younee
The Classical Side of Younee
Sunday 28 March 2.30pm 
Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Programme to include: Siciliano - Bach, Rhapsody in Blue - Gershwin, Ballade - Chopin, Sonata - Rachmaninoff and more. 

Pianist/composer/vocalist Younee has played classical recitals with orchestras and jazz with Bob James, jamming with London’s top jazz musicians and performing her pop project with her stellar band. Now she displays her awesome technique and raw passion with her personal approach to Bach, Chopin, Beethoven, Rachmaninoff and Gershwin. Like Mozart and Beethoven, she is one of the few classical musicians who improvises her own cadenza, and a great deal more. Classical music, but not as we know it!
The Joni Mitchell Project

Sunday 28 March 8pm 

Tickets £14.50

A must for Joni Mitchell devotees! Sally Barker has long cherished an ambition to present Joni Mitchell’s songs as authentically as possible. When she was asked to perform Joni’s song Coyote in a version of Martin Scorsese’s film The Last Waltz research into the song’s tuning refuelled that ambition. Sally accomplishes the vocal demands with ease and extensive research has ensured that she matches the high standards set by Joni herself. 
Dan Berglund’s Tonbruket
Monday 29 March 8pm 
Tickets £15
Former e.s.t. bassist Dan Berglund releases his first solo recording in early 2010, a brand new set of self-penned music that grows out of his seminal role in the extraordinary e.s.t story.  After the untimely death of Esbjörn Svensson in June 2008, Dan and drummer Magnus Öström decided that it would be impossible to just add another musician to the trio to replace Esbjörn. Berglund has assembled a terrific quartet of fellow Swedes, playing music that stretches from e.s.t to Pink Floyd to Royksopp to Arvo Part.

Aly Bain & Phil Cunningham
Tuesday 30 March 8pm

Tickets £16
Aly Bain is rightly regarded as Scotland's supreme fiddler - arguably the finest of all time. Phil Cunningham is a world famous accordion player and composer. Aly and Phil have been touring together since 1988 to packed concert halls, recording their first album The Pearl together in 1994. Since then they have toured extensively across Europe. In 2005 they won the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards Best Duo Award, and have also been nominated in the Scottish Trad Music Awards 2006 for the Live Act of the Year.
“They are simply the best traditional musicians you are ever likely to hear." The Glasgow Herald
Krista Detor

Wednesday 31 March 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

With her highly acclaimed album Mudshow (described by Rolling Stone magazine as “A small miracle,”) singer-songwriter Krista Detor was established as a gifted musician on the world stage. The follow-up album, Cover Their Eyes, continues to push her musical boundaries while remaining close to the delicate, thoughtful lyrical thread that defines her work. She defies genre, but the quality of her writing has been compared to Leonard Cohen, Laura Nyro, Tom Waits and Joni Mitchell. 

APRIL

Dave Koz

Thursday 1 April 8pm

Tickets £20
Six-times Grammy-nominated saxman Dave Koz is one of the biggest names on the US smooth jazz circuit and the list of artists he’s played with bears testament to his talent, including Burt Bacharach, Ray Charles, Natalie Cole, U2, Michael McDonald, Luther Vandross and Rod Stewart. This spring he brings his energetic, charismatic live show to The Stables, where he'll be accompanied by Brian Simpson on keyboards, Randy Jacobs on guitar, Tony Mason (formerly Incognito) on drums and Frank Felix (formerly Acoustic Alchemy) on bass. 
Opera Larks
Are We There Yet?
Thursday 1 April 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

The Larks are two sassy, mischievous girls with fabulous classically trained voices, fusing marvellous music and comedy into hugely entertaining performances. Their critically acclaimed musical comedy show Are We There Yet was the hit of the Edinburgh Fringe last August. Join divas Donna Wannabe and Katherine Withakay as they fly cattle class to Las Vegas for their big break. 
Signed Sealed Delivered
Friday 2 April 8pm
Tickets £22
Possibly the best soul review in Europe perform all those great soul and Motown classics we all know and love! This powerhouse of a band featuring Patrick Alan (ex-Drifters) takes you on a journey through time, celebrating Stevie Wonder, The Four Tops, The Temptations, The Supremes and a host of others, from Reach Out I’ll Be There and Papa Was A Rollin’ Stone to Ain’t No Mountain High Enough and – of course! – Signed, Sealed, Delivered. 

Expresion Cubana

Saturday 3 April 8pm

Tickets £15
If you love salsa, or if you love jazz, this one’s for you! An amazing 9-piece Cuban band, with lovely haunting tunes, great arrangements, and the sort of feel that gets a whole street dancing! With Kiko Cowan & Elisa Jimenez on vocals, ex-National Youth Jazz Orchestra members Pablo Mendelssohn and Joe Auckland on trumpet and Perrier Jazz Award winner Sam Mayne on alto sax plus piano, electric bass, drums and percussion. You’ll want to take advantage of the dancefloor that will be specially created for this event.
For £27 per person you can sample a taste of Latin America (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Includes a ticket for the concert. Go to www.stables org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.
The Kenyan Boys Choir

Tuesday 6 April 8pm 

Tickets £22.50
The Kenyan Boys Choir came to worldwide fame after performing at President Obama’s inauguration in November 2008. Formed in Nairobi in 1998, the choir is comprised of boys aged between 14 and 25, selected by the choir’s visionary founder and conductor Joseph Muyale Inzai. Inspiring joy, peace and hope, the unique style of the Kenyan Boy's Choir is truly mesmerizing. The choir offers a variety of popular Kenyan, pan-African, western, gospel and spiritual chants and songs of hope and optimism. When performing live, the Kenyan Boys Choir dress in vibrant traditional tribal costumes and perform choreographed dance routines – all of which highlight the freshness and vitality of this extraordinarily talented group of young men.
For £34.50 you can sample a taste of Kenya (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2.
Includes a ticket for the concert.

Go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.

Curios 

Tuesday 6 April 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Winners of the Best Band award at the 2008 BBC Jazz Awards, Curios’ musical world is full of real beauty and fiery explosiveness. Their passionate music and expressive playing enables them to explore an enthralling world that is in turns beautiful, wild and always powerfully compelling. 
"Just when you think EST, or Brad Mehldau, or the Bad Plus might have taken the piano trio as far as it can go, another keyboard talent opens another door. Tom Cawley has done just that with Curios." Jazz UK

The Manfreds
Let ‘Em Roll – Hits, Jazz & Blues Tour
Wednesday 7 April 8pm 
Tickets £22.50
The Manfreds - with original front man Paul Jones - will be performing many of their hits along with a mix of jazz and blues songs from their best-known albums. Paul Jones, with his unique harmonica sound, will be joined by Mike Hugg on keyboards, Tom McGuinness on lead guitar, Rob Townsend on drums, Marcus Cliffe on bass guitar and Simon Currie on saxophone and flute. All excellent musicians, a great evening’s entertainment and a few ‘surprise’ renditions of Manfreds hits, plus their individual work.

Cavern Beatles

Thursday 8 April 8pm

Tickets £17.50
Forty years on, and the music of The Beatles remains as fresh and uplifting as it was back in the Swinging Sixties. Drawing on an extensive repertoire of hits and album tracks, the Cavern Beatles produce a fully authentic representation of the music with careful attention to detail. They are accomplished musicians, but it is their vocal abilities that have most impressed the critics over the years. They are all born and brought up in Liverpool, and this gives them their seemingly effortless accuracy in their interpretation of the Fab Four’s catalogue.

"Like a scene from A Hard Days Night - Amazing." The Sunday Times
Gilmore Roberts

Thursday 8 April 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Katriona Gilmore (ex-Tiny Tin Lady) and Jamie Roberts (Kerfuffle) have been performing together on the folk scene since 2006. Jamie’s dexterous percussive and lap-style guitar work is a sonic delight, while Katriona’s intricate fiddle playing shifts seamlessly from sensitive to fiery and back again in the blink of an eye. In 2009 the duo supported Lau, Dave Swarbrick, Bellowhead, Nancy Kerr & James Fagan and Spiers & Boden. With the release of their long-awaited first album, Katriona and Jamie are touring extensively and enthralling audiences across the country.
Beverley Craven

Friday 9 April 8pm

Tickets £25
Beverley Craven is one of the most successful singer-songwriters the UK has ever produced.  Best known for her 1991 hit Promise Me and multi-million selling eponymous album, Beverley is back on the road supporting her new CD Close To Home, her first album in 10 years.  This will be an evening guaranteed to show you an artist at the top of her game!
Ultimate Bowie 

Saturday 10 April 8pm

Tickets £18.50
David Bowie is one of the most influential musical innovators of the last five decades, selling an estimated 196 million albums throughout his career. Ultimate Bowie pays tribute to the work of this global superstar in a show that is visually stunning and vocally impressive.  Ed Blaney takes the spotlight and leads an eight-piece band that takes you from David Bowie’s early hits such as Starman to songs like Let’s Dance, China Girl and many more, capturing the essence of David Bowie in concert.
Jazz Matters

Sunday 11 April 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

The Three Peters Piano Trio 

Sunday 11 April 2.30pm 

Tickets £14.50
Programme includes Haydn: Trio in D Hob XV: 25 Gypsy Rondo, Beethoven: Trio in B flat Op.11, Tchaikovsky: Piano Trio in A minor Op.50 


Peter Hewitt's flawless technique combined with Peter Fisher's dazzling pyrotechnics and Peter Adams' immaculate musicianship should make for a stunning interpretation of the monumental Tchaikovsky Piano Trio. Combined with a first half containing the well-loved Gypsy Rondo Trio of Haydn and Beethoven’s exquisite and humorous Op.11 Trio this is a recital not to be missed!

Django Bates Trio
Beloved Bird
Sunday 11 April 8pm 
Tickets £16
Spring 2010 sees the release of Django Bates’ new album and exploration of Charlie “Bird” Parker’s music, Beloved Bird. He has admired Parker since his father lent him Bird Lives – a highly romanticized view of Parker’s life – and he found his hero. Bebop lovers can expect to hear Django’s arrangements of the compositions he most associates with Parker; Scrapple From The Apple, Hot House, Billie’s Bounce, Laura, My Little Suede Shoes and Now’s The Time.  Using the piano trio format, Beloved Bird features Django Bates on piano, Peter Bruun on drums and Petter Eldh on double bass.

Brian Kennedy

Tuesday 13 April 8pm 

Tickets £21.50
If there were an award for being multi-talented, then Brian Kennedy would surely walk away with it. An acclaimed singer/songwriter, gifted radio/TV presenter and noteworthy author, Brian released his latest album, Interpretations, in March 2008. It effortlessly crosses musical genres with songs including Van Morrison’s Brown Eyed Girl and Cole Porter’s Night And Day. First-timer or seasoned fan, nothing prepares you for that moment when the lights go down and Brian appears on stage. You see that smile, and hear that voice to charm the angels, and there’s no turning back.  

Breabach 

Wednesday 14 April 8pm

Tickets £14.50
One of the most inventive and diverse bands to have emerged from the Scottish folk scene in recent years, Breabach’s foot-stomping reels and heart-warming delivery of songs demonstrate why they have become a household name in the folk and roots music scene. Nominated in the Scots Trad Music Awards for Best Folk Band in 2007 and 2008, they impress their audience with their collective charm and talents - pipes, flute, whistle, bouzouki, step-dance, it’s all there. They release their second album The Desperate Battle of the Birds in March 2010. 

Peter Hook

Unknown Pleasures

Thursday 15 April 8pm

Tickets £16.50
The bass-slinging Manchester legend tells the story of the iconic Hacienda nightclub, New Order, Joy Division and the Madchester scene, from the haze of 80s acid house to the 90s gangs, drugs and corporate greed. A funny and engaging raconteur, Hooky’s personal account of the people and the era is sadder, scarier and stranger than you could imagine. A tale of fun, success, lost money, confusion and true faith, featuring multi-media footage and a Q&A session, hosted by Howard Marks.
Adam Rafferty & Clive Carroll

Thursday 15 April 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Clive Carroll was described by Acoustic Guitar magazine as “The best and most original young acoustic guitar player and composer in Britain”. With his breathtaking mastery of techniques and antecedents from Benjamin Britten to Pat Metheny he is a stunningly virtuosic guitarist. Adam Rafferty is a YouTube guitar sensation - his views are in the millions as he plays two simultaneous melodies on the guitar whilst beatboxing at the same time. They’ll each play solo sets then play together at the end of the show.

Katzenjammer
I Love A Piano 
Friday 16 April 8pm 

Tickets £14.50
With their lightning speed, comic timing and virtuoso skills, the dynamic piano playing duo return to The Stables with a hilarious brand new show celebrating the world's most popular musical instrument, Katzenjammer style! Direct from BBC Radio's Friday Night is Music Night, this love letter to the piano features classical favourites as you've never heard them before and the magic of seeing 4 hands turn 88 keys into musical mayhem, with the keyboard projected onto a large screen so you can marvel at the resulting mesmeric tangle of hands and arms.
Terry Emm, Jinder & Alex Hall

Friday 16 April 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

A triple-headlining show featuring three of the best new songwriters who sing and play the guitar. You’ll get three sets for the price of one tonight, kicking off with Jinder (ex-The Mercurymen)’s stomping bluesy troubadour vocals, followed by the reflective folky sounds of Alex Hall. We finish with a set from local rising star Terry Emm, who first appeared at The Stables as part of our M1 Music Night series back in October 2008. Each set will last approximately 40 minutes.

Acoustic Alchemy

Saturday 17 April 8pm 

Tickets £18.50
It’s now more than two decades since their 1987 album Red Dust And Spanish Lace established British ensemble Acoustic Alchemy as an ever-evolving, powerhouse force in contemporary jazz, with acoustic guitar playing at its very heart. The current line-up is Greg Carmichael on nylon stringed acoustic guitar, Miles Gilderdale on guitars and vocals, Greg Grainger on drums, Fred White on keyboards and Julian Crampton on bass guitar.

Live Jazz Matters

Sunday 18 April 11.30am – 1.45pm 

Tickets £8 in advance, £9.50 on the door

Sunday 18 April – TBC

Once a month Jazz Matters goes live in Stage 2 with music from invited artists, so come and enjoy some stunning live jazz on a Sunday morning.
Promoted by:
Woburn Sands Band

Sunday 18 April 6.30pm 
Tickets £12
The programme will run the gamut from big band sounds to classical, jazz to pop, brass band originals and arrangements of your favourite melodies, all in one show. True  family entertainment from your favourite local brass band. Soloists from within the Band will be featured in this, the forty-fifth concert in the Drakeloe Series.
John Smith

Sunday 18 April 8.45pm 

Tickets £12

John Smith is quietly becoming recognized as one of the most exciting voices on the British folk scene. He’s toured with folk legend John Martyn (appearing at The Stables twice) and Davy Graham (also calling in at The Stables). He’s also supported John Renbourn, Martin Carthy and Martin Simpson and shared the stage with Cara Dillon and Gomez's Ben Ottewell. With a gravel-and-honey voice accompanied by his signature guitar work, John Smith sings of bloody murders, the winter landscape, strange misfits and unashamed romance.
The Quireboys Acoustic
Supported by The Whybirds
Monday 19 April 8pm 

Tickets £19.50
2009 saw The Quireboys finish the year with a sold-out UK tour celebrating the 20th anniversary of their platinum debut album, A Bit Of What You Fancy. They also finished their much-anticipated acoustic album, Halfpenny Dancer, which Classic Rock magazine is already calling “an instant classic”. Augmented by extra musicians, they will be joining us to play Halfpenny Dancer live, featuring new interpretations of their hits alongside unique interpretations of songs first made famous by Jim Reeves, Leo Sayer, Frankie Miller and UFO.

The Fureys & Davey Arthur
Tuesday 20 April 8pm

Tickets £20
The Fureys & Davey Arthur join us for their 11th appearance here at The Stables, after entertaining people all over the world for 32 years with their music, songs and stories. There is nothing we can say about these legends of Irish music that people don’t already know, except don’t miss this concert where you’ll hear them sing all their hits including When You Were Sweet Sixteen, The Green Fields of France, Red Rose Café, From Clare To Here and many more. 

Sandi Thom

Wednesday 21 April 8pm 

Tickets £16.50
Having topped the charts in seven countries with her first single (the infamous internet hit I Wish I Was A Punk Rocker) and shifted a million copies of the ensuing LP, Macduff-born Sandi Thom is officially the 47th biggest selling female artist of the 21st century. Late in 2009, Sandi was invited to tour the UK and Europe by new blues powerhouse Joe Bonamassa and the result is Merchants And Thieves, a new album set for release in Spring 2010, that highlights Sandi's ability to diversify and explore deeper and more organic musical roots.
Screaming Blue Murder  

Wednesday 21 April 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Presenting the comedy stars of tomorrow, today! Tonight compere Andrew Bird introduces rising star Jeremy O’Donnell and headliner Ninia Benjamin. Lineup may be subject to change. Suitable for those aged 16+. Café in2 is open until 8pm with any orders taken after 7.30pm being served in the foyer. After 8pm light snacks will be available from the bar.

Music Mites 

Pre-school Music Workshop

Thursday 22 April 10am – 11am

Tickets £6

Fun music making sessions for children aged 2 - 5 and their carers. Lead by Cathy Kelly with guest musicians. Lots of music-based activities, songs and instruments - meet the musicians and learn more about the instruments they play. Why not pop in for a coffee before the session? Our coffee bar is open from 9.15am, with colouring and making activities in the foyer for the kids before the session starts.  

Stewart Francis
Tour De Francis
Thursday 22 April 8pm

Tickets £14

Canadian stand-up comedian, actor and writer Stewart joins us with his new show Tour De Francis. As seen on Mock The Week, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow and 8 Out Of 10 Cats. And why call the show “Tour De Francis?” Because great comedians come in cycles, that’s why!
"A brilliant comic brain...this stand-up cracks some of the best one liners I've ever heard". Guardian

Emily Slade

Thursday 22 April 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

BBC Radio 2 Horizon Award nominee Emily Slade is an exceptional guitarist and singer-songwriter with a distinctive, unmistakable style.  Widely hailed as an intelligent contemporary British songwriter, her songs approach modern day issues, relating to real people: intelligent, never militant; poetic, never soppy!  Emily is a woman quite clearly at ease with her audience. Her winning personality and presence have endeared her to audiences on both sides of the Atlantic.  Lovers of good quality live music – come and see her live! 
“…a compellingly original singer-songwriter of rare style and intelligence.” Folk on Tap
T-Rextasy 

Friday 23 April 8pm

Tickets £19
T-Rextasy are now officially recognised as the world’s No 1 group dedicated to the greatest glam rocker of them all, Marc Bolan of T.Rex. T.Rextasy give a powerful, mesmerising performance of Marc Bolan’s rock and pop anthems.  Now in its 17th year of touring, this sensational show takes you on a journey through all the hits - I Love To Boogie, Children Of The Revolution, Metal Guru, Jeepster, Telegram Sam, the list is endless…
“They’re the closest you’re ever going to get to the real thing.” Bill Legend (original T.Rex drummer)

The Bon Jovi Experience

Saturday 24 April 8pm 
Tickets £18.50
The Bon Jovi Experience is an outstanding tribute to Bon Jovi, and are the only Bon Jovi tribute band in the world to have actually played and shared a stage with Jon Bon Jovi himself!  (Fans thought there were two Bon Jovis on stage that night, so much does lead singer Tony Pearce resemble Jon Bon Jovi.) Recreating Bon Jovi live in concert, The Bon Jovi Experience perform all the great hits:  Livin’ On A Prayer, Keep the Faith, Bad Medicine, You Give Love A Bad Name, and many, many more.

Jazz Matters

Sunday 25 April 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Go West

Sunday 25 & Monday 26 April 8pm

Tickets £25

It was 1982 when Peter Cox and Richard Drummie first pulled their artistic talents together to form Go West. Their debut single We Close Our Eyes was released in 1985 and reached number four in the UK charts, and became a top ten hit in the USA. We Close Our Eyes was followed by three other top ten hits; Call Me, Goodbye Girl and Don't Look Down.  Twenty-four years have passed since they hit the charts, but this band still really deliver the goods live!
Matt Schofield

Tuesday 27 April 8pm

Tickets £15

Britain’s most talked about and exciting contemporary blues guitarist and band leader. Taking his cue from the great American blues guitarists and mixing it with rock and funk influences, Schofield has developed a distinctive style that has had the music media here and in the US singing his praises. Guitar & Bass Magazine recently added him to their Top Ten Greatest British Bluesmen of All Time.
“Another level altogether.” Mojo

The Lightning Seeds
Wednesday 28 April 8pm

Tickets £26.50
1990s chart-toppers The Lightning Seeds’ pop classics included the hits Pure, The Life of Riley, Lucky You, Perfect, Sugar Coated Iceberg and of course the World Cup anthem Three Lions. Frontman Ian Broudie returned last year with a new Lightning Seeds album, after taking a back seat over recent years producing bands likes The Coral, The Zutons and The Subways. Wrapped in melody and full of the kind of timeless emotional depth we've come to expect from him, Four Winds is both uplifting and thought provoking. 

Kenny Ball & His Jazzmen
Thursday 29 April 8pm

Tickets £19.50
Probably the greatest test of an artist’s success is his durability. For 50 years now, Kenny Ball has flown the flag for his particular brand of trad jazz all over the world, and is as popular today as he was back in 1960 when he had his first chart hit with Samantha. With fourteen Top 30 records to his name – an achievement which has never been equalled by any other jazz artist – he’s still touring the world and his music is loved by young and old alike.

Nathan Riki Thomson

Thursday 29 April 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Nathan Riki Thomson (Antonio Forcione Quartet) leads an international ensemble of talented multi-instrumentalists playing music from his stunning debut album Under Ubi’s Tree. Thomson’s album goes beyond established musical genres, infusing contemporary influences with traditional modes from around the world - an evening of enthralling world jazz to surprise and inspire in equal measure. With Nathan Riki Thomson on double bass, flutes and kalimba, Adriano Adewale on percussion, vocals from Nia Lynn and Genevieve Wilkins on marimba, vibes and percussion.
“Under Ubi’s Tree is world music in the most positive sense. lf it must be categorized, file under ‘beautiful’.” Manchester Evening News
John Walker & The Dakotas

Friday 30 April 8pm

Tickets £22.50
The Walker Brothers were a huge part of the soundtrack of the sixties, with No. 1 hits Make It Easy On Yourself, The Sun Ain’t Gonna Shine Any More and chart-topping hits like Love Her, My Ship Is Comin’ In and No Regrets. John Walker - the only original member of The Walker Brothers still actively touring - joins us backed by fabulous Manchester band The Dakotas who will perform their  60s hits, including Little Children and the Lennon and McCartney classic Do You Want to Know A Secret.
M1 Music Night: Kastaphor

Friday 30 April 8.45pm 
Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Since forming in August of 2009, Kastaphor quickly set about writing and recording their debut album, Times Have Changed, which was released in early 2010. The Milton Keynes-based four piece possess a sound that is difficult to pigeonhole - being at once danceable, melodic and soulful, with more than a hint of rock anthemics, all these elements coming from the diverse musical backgrounds of the individual band members.
MAY

Ukulele Day - Workshops

Adult/15+ Workshop

Saturday 1 May 10am - 3pm 

Course fee £26

Combined workshop and gig ticket £33.50

Join regular tutor Steven Sproat and top ukulele fingerstyle player Elias Sibley for a day of workshops and performance. You’ll spend half the day with Steven, working on popular song techniques and interpretation, and half with Elias, looking at finger-style accompanying, simple ensemble playing, an introduction to solo playing and technique. Suitable for anyone with some basic ukulele experience. Catch Steven and Elias in a special Ukulele Day concert in Stage 2 at 8.45pm.
G2 Definitive Genesis 

Saturday 1 May 8pm
Tickets £17.50
You have to be a little bit mad to want to replicate the layered, complex sound of 1970s Genesis. The sound was unique then and remains so now when G2 play it. They pay tribute to the four-man era in Genesis’ long and colourful history. Songs like Dance On A Volcano, Entangled, Blood On The Rooftops, One For The Vine and Afterglow are mixed up with the classics of the Gabriel years like Firth Of Fifth, Cinema Show, I Know What I Like and the infamous Supper’s Ready. Take a trip back and relive those wonderful moments of musical history with G2.
Ukulele Day Concert 

With Steven Sproat and Elias Sibley

Saturday 1 May 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Two of the UK’s top ukulele players have come together to show just how good ukuleles are, and just why they have become so popular again. Both of these talented musicians and vocalists have taken their instruments about as far from George Formby as you can get, but still keep a candle burning for that lamp post! Enjoy an evening with two superb musicians and a program of music from Sinatra to Stereophonics via Andy Williams and Oasis. 
Jazz Matters

Sunday 2 May 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Dana

Sunday 2 May 8pm 

Tickets £18.50
After an absence of nearly twenty years, chart-topping Eurovision Song Contest winner and multi-award winning singing star Dana will be wowing her fans once again with a new album and UK tour to celebrate her 40th Anniversary win of the Eurovision Song Contest. Featuring all her hits including Its Gonna Be A Cold, Cold Christmas, Please Tell Him, Who Put The Lights Out?, Fairytale and All Kinds of Everything plus many more, this will be an evening of fun, song, memories and laughter. 
James Hunter

Tuesday 4 May 8pm 

Tickets £17.50
James Hunter describes the outpouring of praise and acceptance for the mellifluous R&B of his 2006 album, People Gonna Talk, as “an overnight success that’s taken 20 years.” The Grammy-nominated album was the singer, songwriter & guitarist’s first US release after two decades of performing in his native Britain. His retro soul sound harks back to Sam Cooke and Jackie Wilson. Capturing the essence of 50s and 60s R&B, he is praised by Van Morrison as one of music’s best kept secrets.
“A treat not to miss.” Rolling Stone 
Sam Crockatt Quartet 

Tuesday 4 May 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Saxophonist Sam draws inspiration from John Coltrane, Sonny Rollins, Wayne Shorter and other sax greats. He is a founding member of the London based Loop collective and has worked with Tim Garland’s Underground Orchestra, Pete King, Julian Arguelles, The Gwilym Simcock Quintet, Acoustic Triangle, Stan Sulzman and Jim Hart. His current quartet features Gwilym Simcock (piano), Oli Hayhurst (bass) and Ben Reynolds (drums). Their years of playing together make this an improvising ensemble well worth hearing.

"His love of an elegant melody is apparent throughout, his light but strong, warbling, slightly smoky tenor sound perfectly gauged to bring out his tunes' freshness, grace and vitality."  www.vortexjazz.co.uk
Henry Blofeld

Blowers: Caught Short & Grumpy

Wednesday 5 May 8pm

Tickets £16.50

When Blowers is at the microphone, laughter and a touch of wickedness are never far away. He is constantly laughing at himself and tells great stories about his life and famous friends. He is a self-confessed stuffy old fart and a good deal of modern life gets up his nose. Political correctness, ‘elf and safety and the EU all get it in the neck. For the last half an hour Blowers hands the show to the audience and does his best to answer questions on anything and everything. It’s terrific fun! 
Stacey Earle & Mark Stuart

Wednesday 5 May 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Stacey and Mark met for the first time in 1991 at a songwriters’ night in Nashville. They had their own solo careers - Stacey's first show was playing rhythm guitar in her brother's band, Steve Earle & the Dukes. She spent 18 months on tour with her brother and then returned to Nashville to start a career of her own as a country/folk singer/songwriter. Their songs are the diaries of their life, releasing duo albums and opening for some of the best: Joan Baez, Steve Earle, Willie Nelson, Richard Thompson, Iris Dement and many more.

Susheela Raman

Thursday 6 May 8pm 
Tickets £13.50
Susheela Raman is the pre-eminent vocalist to emerge from the Asian diaspora. Her beautiful voice and the musical landscape she creates enchant and inspire millions of listeners worldwide, constantly pushing musical and cultural barriers and finding new connections between India, Europe, Africa and the world.  With half a million albums sold and a reputation as an incandescent stage performer, Susheela's ability to transcend boundaries between Indian and Western music has few parallels.

Ben Waters Big Band
Friday 7 May 8pm

Tickets £14, £16
Ben Waters is now acknowledged as Europe’s answer to the American legends of rock‘n’roll and boogie woogie piano. He pays homage to the great musicians of the south – Albert Ammons, Professor Longhair and many more.  Last year he performed with Chuck Berry and Jerry Lee Lewis and this year has played alongside Jools Holland, Axel Zwingenberger, Charlie Watts and Dave Green. Raunchy vocals and the mix of boogie woogie, rock‘n’roll and blues with cutting edge original compositions create a unique, sensational evening’s entertainment.
Jane Taylor

Friday 7 May 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

BBC Radio 2’s Johnnie Walker and Bob Harris are real fans of singer-songwriter Jane Taylor’s well-crafted, moving, hummable tunes. She’s opened for Jools Holland, Paolo Nutini, Seth Lakeman and the legendary Bill Wyman and a film is currently in the making based entirely on her new album Compass. A dash of the Beatles, a bit of Nina Simone, a little blues, jazz, some new acoustic folk – you’ll find them all in the Jane Taylor mix. 
“She’s a mixture of Tori Amos, Vaughan Williams, Paul Simon, Kate Rusby and Stacey Kent and then something very quintessentially English...” Time Out
National Harmonica League Spring Festival
Workshops/activities 10am - 4pm, jam session/gig 8.45pm to 11pm.

Saturday 8 May

Price (includes evening jam/gig) £26 (£16 NHL members)

A day of workshops and activities, followed by an evening jam. With workshops for chromatic and diatonic players of all levels, we can promise you an entertaining and challenging day, and the jam (again led by Giles Headley’s storming band) is sure to make a great evening. This event is not appropriate for ABSOLUTE beginners. For up-to-date information about the day, go to www.harmonica.co.uk/sfestival.htm
Hot Club of Cowtown

Saturday 8 May 8pm

Tickets £16.50
From the bright lights of the Grand Ol' Opry to the Glastonbury Festival, to regular appearances on festival stages worldwide, the Hot Club of Cowtown have ascended from their unlikely beginnings in New York a decade ago to become the world’s premier purveyors of hot jazz and Western swing through sheer tenacity, virtuosity and the unstoppable power of their breathtaking live show. This May they join us to tour their latest album Wishful Thinking.
“Hot Club have spirit, originality and skill that would surely have impressed Stephane Grappelli and Django Reinhardt.” The Guardian
Harmonica Jam

Saturday 8 May 8.45pm

£7.50 or £5 NHL members

Harmonica players and spectators are welcome to join us for a blues jam with the fantastic Giles Headley and his band. A great evening of blues and jazz is promised, as students and tutors from today’s National Harmonica League Spring Festival workshops take the stage. For any harmonica player wishing to join in, a full list of songs and keys is available in advance, email harmonicateacher@hotmail.co.uk for advice. 
Jazz Matters

Sunday 9  May 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Kathryn Tickell Band

Sunday 9 May 8pm

Tickets £17
The icon of Northumbrian music presents a band full of excitement and vitality. Kathryn is the foremost exponent of the Northumbrian pipes, playing with Sting, The Chieftains, The Penguin Café Orchestra, Evelyn Glennie and many others. Her band features Julian Sutton (Kate Rusby Band) on melodeon, Joss Clapp on acoustic bass guitar and Peter Tickell (Peatbog Faeries) on fiddle. They provide a characterful setting for Kathryn’s music, whether it’s the driving sound of twin fiddles, the pairing of pipes and melodeon, or the excitement of the full band. 
“To say that Kathryn plays pipes is like saying that Shakespeare was a bit of a writer… one of the true stars of our music.”  Living Tradition
For £29 per person you can sample a taste of Northumbria (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Includes a ticket for the concert. Go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.
Wishbone Ash
Reason To Believe Tour
Monday 10 May 8pm 

Tickets £21.50
As we enter a new decade, legendary rockers Wishbone Ash will be celebrating their iconic status as pioneers and purveyors of the finest twin-guitar rock over the last six of them! Having influenced groups from Thin Lizzy to Iron Maiden, they’ll be stopping off at The Stables as part of their 2010 Reason to Believe World Tour. Andy Powell, Bob Skeat, Muddy Manninen & Joe Crabtree will be performing such classics from the band’s multi-million selling albums as The King Will Come, Throw Down the Sword and Blowin’ Free plus tracks from their most recent albums. 
Peter White

Tuesday 11 May 8pm

Tickets £16.50
For over 20 years Peter White has made the acoustic guitar a dynamic and expressive voice in the landscape of contemporary jazz. He infuses pop standards and his own original material with an innovation and energy that rivals the abilities of many of his electric guitar counterparts, continuing to surprise seasoned fans and newcomers alike with his willingness to push the parameters of his instrument to new places. He joins us as he tours material from his 2009 album Good Day.

Andy Hamilton: Hat of Doom

Wednesday 12 May 8pm

Tickets £20

Andy Hamilton’s a very busy man. A regular on Radio 4’s News Quiz and countless panel shows from QI to I’m Sorry I Haven’t A Clue, he’s also a writer with an impressive track record from Channel 4’s iconic Drop The Dead Donkey to the BBC’s recent hilarious saga of pressurized parents outwitted by their infuriating kids, Outnumbered. With all this activity, it comes as little surprise that he’s never toured before. We’re glad he’s found the time to join us at The Stables, but we’re not sure quite how he’s managed it!
Laurie Holloway Goes Nationwide with Michael Barratt

Thursday 13 May 8pm 
Tickets £16.50
Renowned pianist and musical director Laurie has performed with legends like Judy Garland, Dame Cleo Laine and Elaine Paige, while broadcast journalist Michael reported on world events for TV programmes like Panorama and Nationwide. Together they recall their personal stories about the legends of entertainment and the great events of the last 50 years, with live music from the Laurie Holloway Trio. Wildly funny and intensely moving, the evening features memorable film footage from shows that made TV and showbusiness history. 

Carol Laula

Thursday 13 May 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

One of Scotland’s finest exports has to be singer-songwriter Carol Laula. With a style somewhere between Joni Mitchell and Joan Armatrading, it's hardly surprising that she's risen from a young unknown to become a household name, with a massive fanbase stretching to every corner of the globe and with seven albums under her belt. It's in her live performance that you truly appreciate the depth of talent that brought her such critical acclaim and numerous awards including Best Performer at the Celtic Connections Festival. 

"Clarity of voice and vision marks the work of the finest singer/songwriters, and the music of Scotland's Carol Laula shows those in abundance." Billboard
Rockin’ on Heaven’s Door

Friday 14 May 8pm

Tickets £19
Rockin’ On Heaven’s Door sends shivers down the spine with spookily convincing portrayals of musical giants Elvis Presley, Roy Orbison, Buddy Holly, The Big Bopper and Jerry Lee Lewis. Now in its 14th fantastic year, Rockin’ On Heaven’s Door has received acclaim throughout the UK and Europe. Backed by a superb five piece band, this show delivers the feel-good factor from start to finish! 

Dempsey Broughton Duo 

Friday 14 May 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50, £11.50

Since 2000 this phenomenal duo have recorded three albums and toured round the world. Combining emotive songs and unrivalled instrumental capability, they always create a spellbinding atmosphere. The list of musicians they’ve played with is impressive (Mary Black, The Albion Band, Dave Swarbrick, Percy Sledge, Whippersnapper, Lazarus, Bellowhead) but it can't prepare you for this unique partnership. Playful and entertaining, they swoop from beautiful song to mind-blowing tune via a stream of hilarious banter, making two hours seems like 10 minutes!
Introduction to Live Sound Engineering

Adult/15+ Workshop

Saturday 15th May 10pm - 3pm. 

Course fee £26  
Are you an aspiring sound engineer? Or a musician who wants to understand how to use PA and get a better sound at your gigs? This workshop offers a basic introduction to the world of live sound engineering. The course will cover types of microphone and placement, basic parts of a PA, how to use a mixing desk and how to use basic EQ. Suitable for complete beginners, or for people who have gaps in their understanding of live sound.

Dutch Swing College Band

Saturday 15 May 8pm 

Tickets £20
The Dutch Swing College Band is a world-famous traditional jazz ensemble that has toured all five continents to much acclaim. The band, which has existed for more than sixty years, has given concerts all over the world and many big names in jazz have been backed by the DSC, from Sidney Bechet, Joe Venuti and Rita Reys to Teddy Wilson. Many jazz fans consider the DSC almost as an institution, and from the very beginning the most striking characteristic of the band has always been its unique and recognizable sound. A must-see for trad jazz.

Live Jazz Matters

Sunday 16 May 11.30am – 1.45pm 

Tickets £8 in advance, £9.50 on the door

Sunday 16 May - TBC
Once a month Jazz Matters goes live in Stage 2 with music from invited artists, so come and enjoy some stunning live jazz on a Sunday morning.
Die Roten Punkte

Sunday 16 May 8pm 
Tickets £14.50
If you like Tim Minchin, The Mighty Boosh or Flight of The Conchords then you’ll love comedy's most infamous indie rock duo Die Roten Punkte, the smash hits of the 2009 Edinburgh Festival. They are the utterly dysfunctional Berliner siblings Otto and Astrid Rot, described as “inspired, brilliantly executed lunacy… a lipstick-smeared, tantrum-loving, sonic collision between Plastic Bertrand, Kraftwerk and early Ramones.” They are truly unique, their songs are ridiculously infectious and their live show is one of the most irreverent, hilarious gigs you will ever see. 
“Pitch-perfect pop parody…they’re so convincing I’m not sure I’ll ever be able to take pop star posturing seriously ever again.” The Scotsman
New Generation Blues 

Monday 17 May 8pm 

Tickets £15
The mid 1960s witnessed the start of the “Great British Blues Boom” – a surge of interest in blues across the UK which saw many artists launch their careers: the Rolling Stones, Eric Clapton, Peter Green’s Fleetwood Mac, Chicken Shack and Alexis Korner. The past twelve months have seen a similar resurgence of interest in British blues with a number of highly talented individuals and bands appearing on the UK gig circuit. The New Generation Blues tour features three acts destined for great things – Oli Brown, Joanne Shaw Taylor and Virgil & The Accelerators.

Neil Cowley Trio

Tuesday 18 May 8pm 

Tickets £15
In just a few years, the Neil Cowley Trio have carved out a reputation as one of Britain’s most exciting live jazz bands, and this spring they return to the stage performing tracks from their third album, Radio Silence. With Evan Jenkins on drums and Richard Sadler on bass, pianist and band leader Cowley creates music for the heart and feet, moving effortlessly between moments of heart-stopping beauty, rip-roaring rock riffs and Chaplinesque ditties that take the listener on a sonic journey that blurs the boundaries between classical, rock funk and jazz.   

Sharing A Legacy – Jan & Ray Eberle Jr
Wednesday 19 May 8pm

Tickets £16.50, £18.50
Two of Big Band’s finest second-generation singers come together with their orchestra to pay tribute to their father, legendary band singer, Ray Eberle. Jan & Ray Jr will perform many of the tunes their father made famous with Glenn Miller alongside a tribute to him with rare film footage, private photos and personal stories. This exciting evening of Big Band music will, no doubt, be emotional, engaging and memorable. Jan Eberle and Ray Eberle Jr – sharing a legacy…
Screaming Blue Murder 

Wednesday 19 May 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Presenting the comedy stars of tomorrow, today! Tonight compere Andrew Bird introduces rising star Kevin Dewsbury and headliner Noel James. Lineup may be subject to change. Suitable for those aged 16+. Café in2 is open until 8pm with any orders taken after 7.30pm being served in the foyer. After 8pm light snacks will be available from the bar.

Music Mites 

Pre-school Music Workshop

Thursday 20 May 10am – 11am

Tickets £6

Fun music making sessions for children aged 2 - 5 and their carers. Lead by Cathy Kelly with guest musicians. Lots of music-based activities, songs and instruments - meet the musicians and learn more about the instruments they play. Why not pop in for a coffee before the session? Our coffee bar is open from 9.15am, with colouring and making activities in the foyer for the kids before the session starts.  

The Counterfeit Stones 
Get Off My Chord
Thursday 20 May 8pm

Tickets £21.50
The Counterfeit Stones’ theatre show Get Off My Chord is essentially a musical mockumentary of the Rolling Stones’ colourful history from 1962 and chronologically includes the biggest hit songs, fashion and vintage instruments from nearly five decades. A series of humorous spoof film clips depicting the events that turned a scruffy blues band into a legend will have you rocking with laughter!

“The most famous Stones band in England” Sir Mick Jagger
Promoted by Mostly Autumn

Mostly Autumn

Friday 21 May 8pm

Tickets £15.50, £16.50
Mostly Autumn have built a loyal cult following since their first album twelve years ago.  In that time such luminaries as the late Richard Wright of Pink Floyd, Deep Purple's Jon Lord and the BBC's own Bob Harris have joined the ranks of their many fans. They’ve also toured as an invited support act to Blackmore's Night, Uriah Heep and Jethro Tull and were special guests at Bryan Adam's Murrayfield Stadium gig two years ago. That alone should give some indication as to the calibre of the band and why this is a show not to miss.
Krissy Matthews Band

Friday 21 May 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50, £11.50

17 year old blues guitarist Krissy Matthews has done a lot of things the average teenager wouldn’t, like playing with John Mayall & The Bluesbreakers (in 2004 – do the maths!), supporting Walter Trout and Robben Ford, performing with Jeff Healey, Bernie Marsden and Devon Allman and recording a session for BBC Radio 2’s Paul Jones at BBC Maida Vale, which will be aired in February 2010. 2010 is shaping up to be a busy year for him and his band as they build up a name for themselves as one of the brightest blues rock outfits coming up in Europe.

Waves and Raves 1

Adult/15+ Workshop

Saturday 22 May 10am – 4pm

Course fee £30 or £55 when booked with Waves and Raves 2

John Bowman’s popular one-day introduction is ideal for beginners or those who want a refresher.  Join us in The Stables’ rehearsal room and control room for this music technology workshop and hands-on studio session. Admission includes a resource pack and CD.  If you play an instrument, please bring it along for the afternoon recording session. 
Gretchen Peters
Circus Girl - Without A Net Tour
Saturday 22 May 8pm 
Tickets £17.50 
In celebration of the release of Circus Girl: The Best Of Gretchen Peters, Peters embarks on her ever "all request" tour in 2010. The show encompasses her entire body of work, featuring the stories behind the songs and personal anecdotes. The set list (composed entirely of requests by fans via email, Twitter, Facebook and Peters' website) will include favorites such as On A Bus To St. Cloud and Sunday Morning (Up and Down My Street) as well as selections from the limited edition of Circus Girl, which contains 16 tracks of rarities and previously unreleased songs. 

Jazz Matters

Sunday 23 May 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

Sir James & Lady Jeanne Galway
Sunday 23 May 8pm

Tickets £30, £40, £50*
Programme to include: La Fille Aux Cheveux De Lin – Debussy, Rigoletto Fantasie for 2 flutes & piano – K & F Doppler (with Lady Galway)
Sir James Galway joins us with wife Lady Jeanne in a special gala concert in The Stables’ 40th birthday year. Sir James is a modern musical master whose virtuosity on the flute is equalled only by his limitless ambitions and vision. He has a new CD out to celebrate his 70th birthday, so this concert will highlight a double anniversary. Please join us and be a part of this landmark evening.
*A fundraising concert in aid of Wavendon Allmusic Plan Ltd
Ruby Wax – Losing It?

Starring Ruby Wax & Judith Owen
Monday 24 May 8pm

Tickets £25
Ruby had it all – career, dream house, husband, kids - but people soon realised something was wrong when she painted her house the same colour ‘beige’ for the 47th time.  There was only one thing for it – send her to the Priory! Told with wit, humour and a lot of heart, this is Ruby at her belting best – when she’s losing it! Join Ruby and Judith for 20 minute Q & A session after each show. 50p of every ticket sold will be donated to Comic Relief.
“Ruby Wax is on razor sharp form. I laughed and I cried.  Don’t miss it!” Sunday Express

Eric Bibb
Supported by Megan Henwood
Tuesday 25 & Wednesday 26 May 8pm

Tickets £28.50
Blues/folk balladeer Eric Bibb’s unique talent continues to draw critical acclaim around the world. Winner of the Best Newcomer title in the British Blues Awards, Bibb has been appropriately described as “discreetly awesome” and “a total original.” His latest album, Booker’s Guitar, was inspired by the discovery of a 1930s vintage Resophonic National guitar that belonged to Delta blues legend Booker White, and the instrument proved to be a catalyst for creativity. 
Sandeep Raval

Pre-concert Drum Circle workshop 
Thursday 27 May 6 - 6.30pm

Free to ticket holders for 8pm concert 

(Workshop must be booked with concert tickets)

Join Sandeep for a wonderful rhythmic introduction to tonight’s concert, as he guides you through a taste of world rhythms through the spirit of the drum circle! Instruments will be available but you are welcome and encouraged to bring your own hand drum if you have one. Places are limited so early booking is advised. Suitable for beginners of all ages.
Sandeep Raval

Thursday 27 May 8pm 
Tickets £12.50, under 15s £5
Sandeep Raval is one of the most versatile multi-disciplined instrumentalist and composers performing in this country today, working across many genres. His journey has encompassed Andrew Lloyd Webber’s famous West End musical Bombay Dreams as well as his own original live music concepts Regroove The Globe and Blessing. This performance will feature tracks from his latest album Mosaic In Motion. Join him and his group of accomplished musicians for a mystical musical feast blending global and western musical styles into a fresh and compelling mosaic of sound. 
For an additional £12 per person you can enjoy a pre-show taste of India (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Includes a ticket for the concert. Go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.
Homeward Bound 

Friday 28 May 8pm

Tickets £18
The harmonies of Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel remain one of the  cherished sounds of the 60s and 70s. Their music has stood the test of time, and is firmly established as a vital and fondly remembered part of our musical history. Now, Homeward Bound plays Simon & Garfunkel, bringing to the stage the music and the memories of those times, with songs like The Boxer, Mrs Robinson, Bridge Over Troubled Water, all faithfully performed in a show packed with charm, nostalgia, and excellent entertainment.

M1 Music Night: John Dexter Jones & Jump

Friday 28 May 8.45pm 
Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Last year John made a couple of support appearances at The Stables with Katie Buckhaven and Aynsley Lister. Returning with the full complement of musicians, this show includes acoustic-based renditions of material from across a rich and varied career. The stories flow thick and fast, from an arguing couple on a street corner in London to a traumatised beachcomber in Porthmadog. Bluesy and folky and visiting many other other points on an acoustic compass, John Dexter Jones and JUMP will entertain from first to last.
The Tennessee Three
Saturday 29 May 8pm 

Tickets £19.50
Throughout his whole career Johnny Cash chose to work with only one band, and here they are. The Tennessee Three are synonymous with the Cash legend. Led by Bob Wootton, who toured the world for over thirty years as right hand man, confidante and lead guitar player to Johnny Cash, this is the most authentic homage to the Man In Black. The boom-chick-a-boom guitar style, the intimate stories and the driven belief that the sound must go on all combine to provide an unmissable experience for Cash devotees.  

Jazz Matters

Sunday 30 May 11.30am – 1pm 

Tickets £5

Spend a couple of hours discussing all things jazz in this series of weekly gatherings held in Stage 2 at The Stables. Founded by The Stables' Life President, Sir John Dankworth, these informal sessions are hosted by invited special guests and are a great way for people of all ages to learn more about jazz and share musical experiences.

JUNE

Billy Ocean

Tuesday 1 June 8pm

Tickets £37.50
One of the hardest-working artists on the live stage, Billy Ocean has toured the world, won Grammy Awards and seen his records go double platinum several times over, selling over 30 million records during his career. Join him to hear hits including Love Really Hurts Without You, Red Light Spells Danger, Caribbean Queen, Suddenly and When The Going Gets Tough, the anthemic theme song from the movie Jewel Of The Nile.

Kaz Simmons 

Tuesday 1 June 8.45pm

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Kaz's songs are personal and often humorous, detailing aspects of life, love and the London transport system. Fusing Spanish and Brazilian classical guitar styles with quirky twists and turns, they are not your usual pop-jazz songs. Kaz and her band will perform tunes from her as yet-to- be-titled new album, as well as gems from her previous critically acclaimed albums Different Smile and Take Me Home.

Steve Harley & Cockney Rebel

Wednesday 2 & Thursday 3 June 8pm

Tickets £27.50, £29.50
Much-loved British rocker Steve Harley has been touring for over 30 years and shows no sign of slowing down. A prolific songwriter and lyricist, Steve’s setlist is packed with all his big songs; Judy Teen, Here Comes The Sun and of course the smash hit Make Me Smile (Come Up And See Me) which is a feel-good highlight of every show. With his first new studio album in 5 years released in spring 2010, Steve’s performances now include some brilliant new songs that are sure to be future classics.
Alan Price
Friday 4 June 8pm

Tickets £19.50
The name Alan Price immediately summons up some of the most memorable sounds in the last 40 years: from the Animals’ House Of The Rising Sun to his quirky take on Randy Newman’s Simon Smith And His Amazing Dancing Bear to his many hits with Georgie Fame, including the most famous Rosetta. His induction into the Rock & Roll Hall Of Fame in 1994 was testimony to his achievements throughout his career in the music industry’.

Julie Fowlis

Saturday 5 June 8pm 
Tickets £16
Julie’s debut album Mar A Tha Mo Chridhe (As My Heart Is) quickly established a new, rising star in the Scots Gaelic firmament. The follow up album Cuilidh was a watershed, taking the musical culture of the Western Isles to new frontiers. Having previously been nominated in the New Horizon category, Julie went on to with Singer Of The Year in the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. The new album Uam melds further explorations of Fowlis’s Hebridean roots with influences from live touring and musical collaborations over the last two years.

The Rock Experience

Adult/15+ Course

Sunday 6, 13, 20, 27 June, 11 July 10am – 1pm

Sunday 18 July 1pm – 11pm

Course fee £70 (£50 concessions) 

For aspiring rock and pop musicians who would like the chance to play in a band, meet other musicians and learn from experienced tutors. Whatever your instrument, whether you are a back-bedroom guitarist, budding vocalist, or interested in forming a band of your own, The Rock Experience is a great opportunity to take the first steps. If you would like to take part, contact the Stables Education Department for more information on education@stables.org.
Suzy Bogguss

Monday 7 June 8pm 

Tickets £19.50
Grammy, CMA & ACM Award winner Suzy Bogguss is widely regarded as one of country music’s finest singer-songwriters, walking the line between critical acclaim and commercial success. Fans and critics alike have admired Suzy’s vocal style, musicianship, and meaningful lyrics for nearly two decades. In 2007 she released her critically-acclaimed album Sweet Danger, which succeeded in bringing her talents to an even wider audience. This was followed by last year’s Wine, Women and Song tour with Gretchen Peters and Matraca Berg.

For £31.50 you can enjoy a taste of all-American home cookin’ (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Includes a ticket for the concert. Go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.

Allan Holdsworth

Tuesday 8 June 8pm 
Tickets £17.50
Allan Holdsworth is widely regarded by fans and contemporary musicians as one of the 20th century's most prominent guitarists. He is one of a handful of musicians who has consistently proven himself as an innovator in between and within the worlds of rock and jazz music. Many of music's best-known instrumental masters cite Holdsworth as that rare and shining voice—a legendary player who continues to push the outer limits of instrumental technique and the electric guitar's range of tonal and textural possibilities.
Promoted by The Misfitz

The Misfitz – Music for Macmillan
Wednesday 9 June 8pm 
Tickets £12
After their snowbound performance at The Stables in February 2009, The Misfitz return for a summer fixture to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support and The Stables' own Next Stage Appeal. The reputation of this local covers band to give good value for money is legendary. Once again, they deliver a song-packed evening with a wide mix of music to suit everyone. Come and join the fun and be prepared for some rhythms to get your feet tapping. All proceeds from the show will be shared between the two charities.
Paul Liddell

Wednesday 9 June 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Paul Liddell is a folk/alternative/rock troubadour from the North East of England. Minstrel would perhaps be a better description that troubadour, since last year Paul clocked up hundreds of gigs all over the UK and was named as the most-gigged songwriter by the PRS. At various points along this never-ending tour, he supported Billy Bragg and Florence and The Machine, and performed main stage sets at Beverley Folk Festival and Hull Freedom Festival. His new EP Help Yourself Float is out on March 28th 2010. 
The Enid

Thursday 10 June 8pm 

Tickets £17.50
Composer Robert John Godfrey was one of the first musicians to experiment with using a symphony orchestra, forming the world’s foremost symphonic rock band, The Enid, in 1974. He has now reformed The Enid with original drummer Dave Storey, Max Read on vocals and keyboards plus Jason Ducker on guitars and Nicholas Willes on bass and percussion. Early 2010 sees completion of Godfrey’s latest work, Journey’s End - powerful, romantic, uplifting and thought-provoking. See this unique band live with tracks old and new, in the intimate setting of The Stables.
"The Orb Meets Pink Floyd Meets The Berlin Philharmonic." Time Out
Albert Lee & Hogan’s Heroes 

Friday 11 June 8pm

Tickets £21
Albert Lee - one of the world’s finest guitar players - needs no introduction to country music and rock fans. He’s worked with artists from Emmylou Harris to the Everly Brothers, Dolly Parton to Eric Clapton. In November 2002, at Eric's request, Albert appeared at the star-studded Memorial Concert for George Harrison at London's Albert Hall and featured alongside Sheryl Crow, Vince Gill and Eric Clapton at Eric’s 2007 Crossroads guitar festival. Also a member of Bill Wyman’s Rhythm Kings, this Grammy-award-winning guitarist’s talents are in demand worldwide.
Ukulele Workshop - Beginners

Adult/Age15+ Workshop
Saturday 12 June 10am - 3pm 

Course fee £26

Come and take part in the ukulele revival! This fun and accessible instrument is making a comeback for serious musicians and in education. Under the expert guidance of Steven Sproat, learn the history of the instrument, the basics of playing, how to accompany songs and some of the special ukulele techniques. Steven is a performer, teacher and author of ukulele books for adults and children. No prior experience necessary! 
John Hegley
The Adventures of Monsieur Robinet

Saturday 12 June 8pm 

Tickets £14, £12 concessions
Poet and singer Hegley’s new show includes tales about a Frenchman with some unusual [but clean] habits, which include burying his dog’s kennel and his own luggage pieces. The stories appear alongside other new works, which include a poem about a non-talking parrot and some animal impersonations with the aid of a handkerchief. Suitable for most people over seven. The audience are invited to sing along. But not to dance. Much.

“Typically brilliant songs and stories about a Gallic small-town hero with a dog called Chirac” The Guardian
Del Bromham

Saturday 12 June 8.45pm 

Tickets £12

Del Bromham was and still is the singer/songwriter and mainstay behind the band Stray. Making his first public performance at the age of thirteen, he has seen and been though many musical changes. Tonight Del will be recounting stories from his long career and playing a selection of songs, not only his own compositions but also others by artistes he feels have been an influence on him. Del has been very busy with Stray recently, so this is rare opportunity to catch him in a solo acoustic performance.

The Lion Who Wanted To Love - Schools Concert with Ensemble 360
Ages 2 to 7 (pre-school/key stage 1)

Wednesday 16 June 2010, 1pm

Tickets £4 - free teacher’s ticket with every 10 seats booked

Meet Leo. Lions are usually fierce and strong but Leo just didn’t fit in, he just wanted to love everybody and play with his friends all day long. Following on from the success of Giddy Goat last year, Ensemble 360 and narrator Polly Ives return with another lovable character and a great introduction to music for young children. After the show there’s a chance to meet the musicians, hear the instruments up close and join in with some creative activities. (Concert approx 45 minutes + 15 minute meet the musicians). Catch Ensemble 360’s public evening performance at 8pm.
In association with Music In The Round

Ensemble 360

Wednesday 16 June 8pm

Tickets £12.50, £17.50, students £5, family of 4 £30, £40
Prokofiev Quintet Op.39, Martinu Nonet, Schumann Piano Quintet in E flat Op.44

A programme of unjustly neglected works! Prokofiev’s Quintet was commissioned for a circus-themed ballet called Trapeze and is quirky, fun and not to be taken too seriously. Martinu’s Nonet looks back to some of his inspirations; the music of Haydn and the tunes of his Czech homeland. Schumann’s Piano Quintet is widely regarded as one of the favourite works in the genre. 
Stacey Kent

Thursday 17 June 8pm 

Tickets £19.50, £21.50
Jazz vocalist Stacey Kent now boasts six best-selling albums, a string of awards (including the British Jazz Award and the BBC Jazz Awards for Best Vocalist and Album of the Year), plus a fan base that enables her to sell out concert halls around the world. Stacey's last album, Breakfast On The Morning Train, has gone platinum in France and gold in Germany, and was nominated for a 2009 Grammy Award. Spring 2010 sees the release of Stacey’s eagerly anticipated new album, Raconte-Moi on Blue Note.
They Will Rock You

Friday 18 June 8pm 

Tickets £18
Celebrating the 35th anniversary of Bohemian Rhapsody, the UK’s number one Queen tribute show is coming to town. Recreating the fun, the musicianship and the showmanship of Queen’s legendary live performances, we travel back to a time when Queen topped the charts with Another One Bites The Dust, We Are The Champions and of course the legendary Bohemian Rhapsody. Prepare to be entertained, exhilarated and rocked till you drop!
Boogie Pete Live

Saturday 19 June 2pm

Tickets £9, or £8 for groups of 10+
Are you ready to boogie with Pete from CBeebies’ Boogie Beebies? Based on the highly successful BBC children’s TV series Boogie Beebies, catch the much-loved Pete Hillier in his hit stage show Boogie Pete Live! Join Pete as he shows you some moves, some magic and some silliness in this fun-packed show for children of all ages.

Chas & His Band 
The Rock Rabbit & Roll Tour
Saturday 19 June 8pm

Tickets £19.50
Sadly Dave has retired from the music business, but the legend goes on! Chas continues touring to rave reviews. The first half features Chas’s tribute to rock ‘n’ roll legend Jerry Lee Lewis, with songs and stories from the days when Chas toured and recorded with him. All the Chas & Dave hits are in the second half – Ain’t No Pleasing You, Gertcha, Margate and Snooker Loopy along with tracks from Chas’s new solo album. 

Blazin’ Fiddles

Tuesday 22 June 8pm 

Tickets £16.50
Take a group of the hottest contemporary Scottish fiddle players and you’ve got the award-winning Blazin’ Fiddles on your hands. Like rare single malts, each member of Blazin’ Fiddles draws the distinct flavour of music from their part of the highlands and islands, coming together in a fiery blend that raises the roof. Fiddlers Catriona Macdonald, Bruce Macgregor, Allan Henderson and Iain Macfarlane are joined by Anna Massie on guitar/fiddle and Andy Thorburn on keyboard to form one of the best live acts today.

Reginald D Hunter

Wednesday 23 June 8pm

Tickets £17

Reginald D Hunter’s uniquely non-secular approach to comedy continues. A well-known face on primetime television shows such as 8 Out Of 10 Cats, Never Mind The Buzzcocks and QI, Reginald is also a frequent guest on Have I Got News For You and has just finished starring alongside Andy Hamilton in BBC4’s It’s Only A Theory.

“He shimmers with stage presence and his comic timing is sharp enough to burst balloons.” Independent
Music Mites 

Pre-school Music Workshop

Thursday 24 June 10am – 11am

Tickets £6

Fun music making sessions for children aged 2 - 5 and their carers. Lead by Cathy Kelly with guest musicians. Lots of music-based activities, songs and instruments - meet the musicians and learn more about the instruments they play. Why not pop in for a coffee before the session? Our coffee bar is open from 9.15am, with colouring and making activities in the foyer for the kids before the session starts.  

Stars From The Commitments

Thursday 24 June 8pm 
Tickets £22
The energy and excitement of Alan Parker's movie has been transferred into a thrilling, unforgettable live experience that will stir your soul. It stars Dick Massey (Billy "The Animal" Mooney) on drums & percussion and Kenneth McCluskey (Derek "The Meatman" Scully) on guitar from the BAFTA winning, Grammy and Oscar-nominated 1991 hit movie The Commitments. Songs include Mustang Sally, Chain Of Fools, Try A Little Tenderness, Take Me To The River, In The Midnight Hour and many more. This Dublin band has plenty of soul power!

The Sounds Of Burt Bacharach

Friday 25 June 8pm

Tickets £18.50
It's difficult to think of anyone else who has delivered musical goods as impeccably and consistently as Burt Bacharach. This production, created by Chris Dean (regularly seen at the Stables with the Syd Lawrence Orchestra) offers up sunny classics that bring memories from four decades. Each and every song is a timeless hit - Walk On By, The Look of Love, Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head, Alfie and many many more, performed by the most accomplished musicians and singers. A stylish show that’s not to be missed!
M1 Music Night: Cherry Lee Mewis

Friday 25 June 8.45pm 

Tickets £9.50 in advance, £11.50 on the door

Cherry Lee Mewis has helped turn roots ‘n’ blues music into a cool, swinging fusion that’s both classic and stylishly modern. It’s two years since her first album, Little Girl Blue, introduced a new audience to her smoldering sound, securing her place as one of the rising stars of the UK blues scene and taking her music from the tiny clubs of Bedford to festivals across the UK and Europe. Her second album, Southbound Train, is a heady mix of foot-stomping barnburners and bluesy slow-cooked rockers with a dash of jazzy shuffle, supported by a band of slick smokin’ musicians.

Harmonica Workshop – Beginners

Adult/15+ Workshop

Saturday 26 June 10am – 3pm

Course fee £26

Have you ever thought about taking up the harmonica? Harmonica tutor Con O’Neill returns to The Stables in March for another session of this popular one-day workshop. The beginners’ workshop will cover the basics of tune-playing, chord-playing and blues improvisation and is suitable for all interested participants. No prior experience necessary! Participants will need a 10-hole harmonica in C, or buy one on the day. 
Blues Guitar Workshop – Beginners

Adult/15+ Workshop

Saturday 26 June 10am – 3pm

Course fee £26

If you can play E7, A7 and B7, you are ready to learn the blues! In this very practical workshop, blues guitarist Joe Green demystifies V-IV-Is, turnarounds, shuffles and basic basslines, and introduces fundamental blues techniques such as finger picking, hammer-ons and pull-offs, using examples from classic blues recordings. Participants will need to bring a 6 string acoustic guitar. 
Elkie Brooks
50th Anniversary Tour

Saturday 26 June 8pm

Tickets £30
Quite simply one of the most successful and popular singers the UK has ever produced. Now celebrating her 50th year in music, she is still one of the most powerful and versatile vocal talents of our generation.  Performing some of her classic hits, blues, jazz and perhaps a song or two from her forthcoming album, an electric evening with Elkie is guaranteed to leave you begging for more. Elkie is a stunning performer and whatever she does, she does it best live. Don't miss the chance to see a truly great artist in action.

“Still one of the great British voices.” Guardian

Julian Smith

Wednesday 30 June 8pm 

Tickets £18

Julian Smith’s distinctive soprano saxophone sound has been heard all over the world on Sony’s Classic Chillout Series, under his previous stage name Joolz Gianni. He achieved runner-up placement in Britain’s Got Talent 2009 with 700,000 telephone votes and millions of YouTube views. Since the show, he has been invited to play for the Prime Minister, toured arenas with the other BGT finalists and even played for Prince Charles. He duetted with Kenny G at The Albert Hall, and his album Chilled 2 The Sax was released by Sony.

“A huge talent.” Simon Cowell

